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This series provides top income shares by state since 1917 using US threshold values 
defined in the Piketty-Saez series. US thresholds are constant across states within each year. 
This is an extension of the Frank-Sommeiller-Price series, which defines top income threshold 
values separately for each state within a year.  

To illustrate, the table below provides a comparison of this series to the Frank-
Sommeiller-Price series using data from 2013. For California, the table shows that the top 1% 
income share is 22.7% from the Frank-Sommeiller-Price series. This is constructed using 
California’s within-state 99th percentile threshold value of $467,882. In the new series, by 
contrast, we construct the state income share using the US top 1% threshold value from the 
Piketty-Saez series ($398,318 in 2013). With this threshold, California’s share of the US top 1% 
is 15.7% (i.e., of the 1,679 thousand tax units in the US top 1%, 263 thousand reside in 
California).  

For the remaining states, the US top 1% threshold value ($398,318) is applied uniformly 
for each state within a year (2013).1 For a state like Vermont, the within state top 1% threshold 
value ($292,876) is considerably less than the US threshold. Hence, while the top 1% within 
Vermont constitutes 13.4% of total state income, only about 2,378 tax units exist in Vermont at 
or above the US top 1% threshold. This equates to only a 0.14% share of the US top 1%. 

   

Description of contents in “Frank_StatesUS_2013.xls” 

Sheets: 

"ReferenceUnits" 

N_TaxReturn is the number of tax returns filed in the state. 

N_TaxUnit is the number of tax units in the state, if everyone had been required to file a 
tax return. 

AGI_1000 is the total Adjusted Gross Income reported by tax filers, expressed in current 
thousand dollars. 

TotalInc is total income including non-filers, expressed in current thousand dollars. 

AvgInc is the average income per tax unit in current dollars. 

CPI2014 is the consumer price index, CPI-U-US series, base 1 in 2014 

 

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
1 State income shares sum to 1 for each year (this includes Washington D.C.). 



"PercentileThresholds" 

y90, y95, y99, y995, y999, y9999 are the state income thresholds for the 90, 95, 99, 
99.5, 99.9, and 99.99 percentiles respectively, expressed in constant 2014 dollars. 

 

“NumberUS” 

n90us, n95us, n99us, n995us, n999us, n9999us are the number of tax units in a state 
within the US top 10%, 5%, 1%, 0.5%, 0.1%, and 0.01% respectively. 

nMillionUS is the number of tax units in a state above the income threshold value of $1 
million, expressed in constant 2014 dollars. 

 

"IncomeSharesUS" 

Top10us, Top5us, Top1us, Top05us, Top01us, and Top001us are the state shares of 
the US top 10%, 5%, 1%, 0.5%, 0.1% and 0.01% respectively, expressed in percent and 
using US threshold values. 

MillionUS is the state share of all US millionaires (in constant 2014 dollars), expressed in 
percent.  

  



 


